
Dear Friends, 

     The Aug 1-9 Chicago 

Mission trip was a good as one 

could ask to go on! Our 10-12
th

 

graders were on task so much 

of the time that we did a good work for others and 

received from others as much as we gave if not 

more from the site leaders and groups who use their 

services.  

  Our students found ways to include the others in 

our group. Not every group we go with does that 

well. Our students connected with students from 4 

groups other groups: Hope Luth. Jordan MN; 

Halfway Creek Luth. Holmen WI - Saint John's 

Bloomer WI and New Pleasant Grove 

Baptist Houston TX.  

  Our students and leaders worked in 4 groups (4-5 

to a group) at (1) St Stanislav's Catholic 

Church/school, (2) a member of  New Life 

Community Church apartment + a food shelf, (3) 

Eden Place = outdoor garden + critter place for 

children and others to learn and (4) Benton House - 

a community center that seeks to serve young and 

older. 

  We worked alongside students and leaders from 

those congregations. By Monday night the students 

found good ways to connect with each other that got 

closer each day.   

  Our leaders found good ways to connect with the 

students. They spent 216 hrs each with them in 9 

days. The students learned how much our adults 

love and care about them because of that time given 

them. 
  A Hi Leaguer from 1980 wrote me an email yesterday. 

She came to Immanuel Luth. to sing with our teen Song 

& Witness Group.  She’s a single mom nurse in FL. 

Mary and I met her and the 3 children in May 2 years 

ago during College reunions in Northfield. Her oldest - 

the son from her first marriage has taken his own life 

since. The worst depression laid hold of him. He refused 

to take the medicine. Her email spoke of how grateful 

she is for all the time adults from Immanuel gave her in 

her teens. Kari, Kim, Nichole and Tom gave our 

students that same gift of time that few teens get.  
  I’m grateful our students and adults took time for this 

Mission. God bless them and you for your support of 

this work in Jesus name.     

  Thanks also for the good giving in July. You’re 

generosity ensures that our Mission continues in a 

healthy way. Thank you for all you give of your time, 

talent and treasure. God bless you!         Pastor John 

 

 

 Dear Friends,    

  A hearty “welcome back” to the 

Chicago Mission Team.  14 young 

people and 5 adults have returned from 

a week of working in South Chicago.  

There, they did a variety of things including visiting with 

the homeless, working at a soup kitchen, helping the 

elderly and working with kids.  They have a story to tell, 

and we look forward to hearing it.  If you are one who 

bought “stock certificates” you will be hearing from our 

mission group.  They will be inviting you to a meal 

and presentation about their trip.  No date is set yet, but 

we’ll make sure you know about it.  Thanks to the team 

for their good work, and thanks to all who helped 

support the trip. 

     Vacation Bible School begins next week.  Our kids 

will be on the high seas and our building will be a huge 

seaport where sailors may be found.  (There may even be 

a pirate or two.)  The kids will learn Bible stories, new 

songs, engage in crafts and learn games.  VBS takes 

place between 6:30 and 8:30 pm from Monday – 

Thursday, the 16
th
 – 19

th
. The kids will be singing for 

special music at the second service (10 am) on Sunday, 

the 22
nd.

.  Thanks to the many volunteers who are putting 

in time to help make this happen. 

     You are probably already beginning to get ready 

for your fall schedule and doing a lot of “back to 

school” shopping.  It’s no different at Saint Paul 

Lutheran.  We’re also getting ready for the fall as 

well.  Confirmation begins Wednesday, Sept. 15.  

This is a two year program.  As we shift from an 

8
th

 and 9
th

 grade program to working with 7
th

 and 8
th

 

grades, we will be offering classes to all three 

grades as we finish up with our 9
th

 graders.  We 

offer you three orientation sessions, so that you 

will know what your child is learning and how the 

program will work.  The dates are: 

 Sunday, August 29 at 9:15 am  (grades 7-9) 

 Tuesday, August 31 at 6:00 pm (gr. 7-9) 

 Wednesday, Sept. 1 at 6:00 pm (gr. 7-9) 
     Please contact the church office to let us know which 

orientation session you plan to attend, and please attend 

one of them!  It helps us to know that parents and 

students are on board with the program and understand 

what the expectations of the program will be. 

      For those of you who are interested, there’s not a lot 

new to report about the new Groettum children.  Alena 

and Angela are settling in and Mom and Dad are still 

learning what it means to be parents.  Some days are 

trying, but, overall, the kids manage to put a smile on 

Dad’s face pretty much every day.  Thanks for your 

interest and support.             -  Pastor Kip 

 

 

 



Upcoming Youth Events 
Aug. 16-19, 6:30 pm  Vacation Bible School 

Aug. 22 - 11 am  Gospel of Mark celebration 

 

 

 

 

 
Kitchen Cleaning:  Each month's service group leaders 

should check kitchen for used towels to wash 

periodically; please clean kitchen end of month. 

     Service groups for: 

August – Group V – Karel Titus & Diane DeBoer 

 

Our next WELCA meeting will be Tuesday, Sept. 14 
at 1:30pm, where we will discuss the fall bazaar. 

 
 

 

 

Synod Global Mission   
  The Global Mission Companion 

Synod's committee has an 

opening for one person from 

any congregation in the 

synod. Meetings are held the 

3rd Tuesday of every other 

month from 1:30 - 3:30 at the 

synod office in Rochester. If 

interested, please contact Rev. 

Fred Rengstorf, committee chair, by September 21. 

He can be reached at 507-289-3021 or 

pastorrengstorf@rochesteroslc.org.  

 

 

 

VBS Wed. Meal Cancelled                 

  Our Wednesday evening 

suppers and worship services 

continue for the summer.  The 

meal is served at 6pm, and a 

freewill offering is taken 

each week to cover expenses.  
Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, we 

have had to cancel the meal for Wednesday, Aug. 18, 

during Bible School.  Parents, please be sure to feed 

your children supper before bringing them to Bible 

School! 

  We will continue our Wednesday night worship and 

meals through Sept. 1.  August 25
th
 meal is Chicken, 

served by Thrivent, and September 1
st
 is a potluck meal, 

coordinated by Amanda Wolkenhauer. 

Education 

  Vacation Bible School…It’s 

time to set sail!  High Seas 

Expedition Bible School at 

Saint Paul’s!  Kids will 

experience Bible stories 

through Daily Worship, 

Games, Crafts and Skits. 

Vacation Bible School will be held August 16 – 19, 

2010 from 6:30pm till 8:30pm.  Bring your offering.  

This year we will “FILL THE WELL”! Where there 

is water, there is life.  Our mission project will raise 

money for LWR’s project that provides water to the 

world’s poorest people.  See what we can buy - -water 

filter in a disaster, a community water system or even 

more! 
When you bring your child to VBS, please enter through 

the west parking lot doors.  We will have two tables set 

up for checking in.  One table will be for 3 year olds 

through 1
st
 grade and the other will be for 2

nd
 grade 

through 5
th
 grade. (Grades determined by the 2010-

2011 school year.)  We ask that parents pick up their 

children from their teachers in the Fellowship Hall at the 

end of the evening.   

  Sunday school, 2010 – 2011 Volunteers needed!!!! 
The 10:30 Sunday school classes will be using two 

teams of two teachers each Sunday; one teacher is 

responsible for lesson planning; the other to assist.  

Responsibility for lesson planning will rotate among all 

four teachers.  Our greatest need is for 4
th
, 5

th
, & 6

th
 

grades. 

  The 9:30 Sunday school will have 2 co-teachers for 

each grade; one teacher will plan and teach a lesson each 

Sunday.  Each team will be responsible for establishing a 

rotation that works best for them. 

  I believe that “Akaloo”, our curriculum, makes it very 

easy to teach. The teacher guides are available online so 

teachers can access their lesson plans when it is 

convenient for them. Plus, it still includes all the 

fabulous features of the previous teacher guides; scripts 

of what to say, questions to ask, answers to seek, crafts, 

skits and games.  Also, by using the team approach you 

are committing to teach or assist Sunday school only 

about 15 times from September through May.   

  I ask that you prayerfully consider becoming a member 

of our AWESOME volunteer Sunday school staff.  

Please note the Sunday school registration included in 

this newsletter.  We are asking that parents register their 

student(s) for Sunday school again this year.  When you 

register PLEASE include your email address, this allows 

you access to the online portion of “Akaloo”, our 

Sunday school curriculum.  I will also occasionally send 

out important Sunday school information. 

- Laura Gathje  
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2010-2011 Sunday School 

Registration Form 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Please complete registration form (one per child) and 

return to church office by August 22. All information 

will be kept confidential.  Forms are also available in 

narthex at church and on our website.  

All children will be assigned a Sunday school class 

regardless of registration. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

Notice:  Sunday School 

Teachers are needed for the 

2010 - ’11 school year. 

Please see Education article in 

this newsletter for details! 
____________________________________________ 

Book of 

Faith Fall 

Festival 
  You are invited to 

participate in a Book of Faith Fall Festival, on 

Saturday, Sept. 25 from 9:00am – 2:30pm at Our 

Savior’s Lutheran Church, 1600 Oakland Ave. West, 

Austin MN.  Presenters include: Dr. David Lose from 

Luther Seminary, the author of Making Sense of 

Scripture; Dr. Diane Shallue, “Who Me? Leading 

Conversations using No-Prep Bible Study”; and Bishop 

Harold Usgaard, “Bible with the Bishop”.  Discover how 

to engage Book of Faith in our congregation, with new 

and creative ways to open Scripture and join in 

conversation.  Each participant receives a complimentary 

copy of Making Sense of Scripture. 

  This is the series that the Adult Ed classes are currently 

studying.  Registration deadline is Sunday, Sept. 19.  See 

poster/form on west entrance bulletin board, and coffee 

line.  Cost is $25/person, or $20/person for 3 or more 

from the same congregation.  Please notify the church 

office if you think you would like to attend. 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Al Walck Celebrates 

65 years of Ordination 
  A celebration of Pastor Al Walck’s 65

th
 Ordination 

Anniversary will take place on Sept. 4 at 5:30pm at the 

Saturday evening worship service at St. Stephen’s 

Lutheran Church, 3510 – 72
nd

 Street, in Urbandale, 

Iowa.  For those of you who were here in 1994, Pastor 

Al served as a visitation pastor at Saint Paul Lutheran in 

1994.  He was ordained in July 22, 1945 by his father, 

Pastor Alfred Walck Sr. 

  There will be a coffee and cake reception after the 

service, and a time for visiting.  Everyone is welcome! 

  If you cannot attend, but wish to send your best wishes 

to Pastor Walck, his home address is:  Pastor Alfred & 

Marion Walck, 4601 – 84
th
 Street, Urbandale IA 50322. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Child’s Name: 

________________________________________ 

 
Age (by September 1, 2010): _______________    

Grade in school: __________________________ 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Parent(s) or Guardian(s): 
________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: 
________________________________________ 

 
Email address (required): 

________________________________________ 

 
I will volunteer to: Teach ______  Music ______     

Superintendent ______   Memory work _______  

 

OTHER INFORMATION ɀ optional  
 

Special needs or concerns (including any food, 

medication, insect sting allergies or physical or 
emotional conditions or limitations that might affect 

your child’s Sunday school participation):  
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

Women – Mark Your Calendars! 

The 2011 Womenõs Retreat will be held on 

Saturday, March 19 from 8:00am  

to 8:00pm in Northfield.  

 More information coming . . . 
 



 

NEWSLETTER 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church 

214 Third Street SW, PO Box 708 

Pine Island, MN 55963 

 

E-mail: saintpaulpi@yahoo.com    507-356-8925  

Website:  saintpaulpi.org 

Address Service Requested 
 

Staff - John Torris Lohre, Senior Pastor 

  Kip Groettum, Associate Pastor 

 

 Worship Schedule  

 Saturday worship at 5:30pm 

 Potluck 1st Saturday of month following worship 

Sunday worship - 8:15 & 10:00am 

 Coffee hour between services 

Wednesday evening worship - 7:00pm 

 Light meal served prior to worship at 6:00pm 

   Communion Served on 1st, 3rd and 5th weeks 

 

________________________________________ 

 

August 12, 2010    -   God’s work.  Our hands. 

___________________________________________ 

                   
 

 

Fall Music 

Groups Begin in 

September! 
  My how time flies.  It is already 

time to start thinking about the 

start of our music groups at Saint 

Paul's.  I invite everyone to be a 

part of an ensemble at our church. They include Chancel 

Choir, Praise Team, Children's Choir, Handbell Choir, 

and Faith Journey.  In addition, there are often 

opportunities for vocal soloists and instrumentalists.  I 

also invite you to consider offering to lead the 

congregation as a cantor. 

  The first rehearsal for Chancel Choir will be 

Wednesday, September 8 at 7:00 p.m. followed by 

Praise Team at 8:00 p.m. The Handbell Choir will begin 

at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, September 12 and the Children's 

Choir starts on Tuesday, September 21 from 3:15-4:00 

p.m.  Faith Journey practices from 4:30 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. 

on Saturdays all year. Feel free to contact the individual 

directors if you have questions (Chancel and Praise 

Team: Doug Strandell, Children's Choir: Heather Dale, 

Handbell Choir: Terry Biberdorf, Faith Journey: Low 

and Joe Jackson). Come and join us as we combine our 

talents to praise our God through music.            

          – Doug Strandell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Childrenôs Choir 
  Mark your calendars for Children’s 

Choir this fall!  Available to all kids 

grades K-6.  We meet every 

Tuesday from 3:15-4:00pm and sing 

app’x one time a month at the 10:30 

service.  Our first practice will be 

Tuesday, Sept. 21 at 3:15pm in the music room of the 

new addition.  Please e-mail me with questions at 

heatherdale@pitel.net or call me at 356-4714.                             

        - Heather Dale, director 

 

 
 

LWR ñFill the Wellò 

  Vacation Bible School offering this 

year will go to Lutheran World 

Relief’s efforts to help “Fill the 

Well”.  We will also be doing a special 

congregational offering on Rally 

Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 11 & 12.  
The demand for water is growing 

world-wide. Our donations can help 

build wells & dig boreholes, provide clean water during 

emergencies & disasters, install irrigation systems, and 

train communities to properly manage their water 

supplies.  Please keep these dates in mind. 
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